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Saliis  ipopuli  Suprenia  TLej” 


Annual  Health  Report  for  the  Year  1944 

To  the  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  the  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 

Borough  of  Cheltenham. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Rei,K)rt  on  the  health  of  the  Borough  of 
Cheltenham  during  1944.  A summary  of  some  of  the  main  items  was 
placed  before  the  Council  some  months  ago  as  it  was  realised  there  would 
be  considerable  delay  in  getting  the  full  report  into  print.  The  decision 
to  have  the  Report  for  1944  printed  was  made  in  the  autumn  of  that 
year  at  a time  when  it  was  hoped  that  the  end  of  the  war  was  in  sight. 
Although  the  war  in  Europe  was  somewhat  protracted,  the  war  in  the 
Far  East  terminated  sooner  than  was  expected  so  that  now,  with  the 
double  victory  celebrations  over,  it  is  possible  to  survey  in  brief  the 
whole  period  of  the  war. 

The  Reports  for  the  years  1939  and  1940  were  prepared  and  printed 
in  an  abbreviated  form.  Those  for  1941,  1942  and  1943,  owing  to  labour 
and  paper  shortages,  were  prepared  but  not  printed  ; the  single  copy 
for  each  year  is  preserved  in  a handy  form  so  that  the  main  figures  are 
easily  available  and  items  can  be  presented  in  a “Survey”  Report  at 
a later  date. 

Cheltenham  was  comparatively  fortunate  in  the  matter  of  enemy 
action.  Bombs,  including  incendiaries,  fell  in  the  Borough  on  six 
occasions,  but  on  only  two  of  these  were  casualties  and  serious  damage 


suffered.  The  following  is  the  record  of 
serious  damage  to  property. 

casualties  and 

of  the  more 

Casualties. 

Admitted 

Treated  at 

T reated  at 

to 

Hospital  and 

First  Aid 

Killed  Hospital 

sent  home 

Posts 

11th  December,  1940 

23  29 

20 

46 

27th  July,  1942 

11  9 

1 

15 

34  38 

21 

61 

Total  killed,  34  ; Total  casualties. 

154. 

Damage  to  Property. 

Houses  badly 

Houses  damaged,  and 

Destroyed  later  demolished 

Totals 

11th  December,  1940 

15 

47  • 

62 

27th  July,  1942 

6 

11 

17 

21 

58 

79 

During  the  war,  particularly  during  the  Winter  1941-42,  the  work 
of  the  Air  Raid  Precaution,  later  known  as  the  Civil  Defence  Services, 
occupied  much  of  the  time  and  overtime  of  the  department.  Meanwhile 
Cheltenham  prepared  and  awaited  with  anxiety  the  concentrated  raid 
experienced  % so  many  towns,  but  which  fortunately  never  came.  In 
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the  two  raids,  upwards  of  1,600  houses  suffered  varying  degrees  of  damage, 
though  in  many  cases  the  damage  consisted  merely  of  broken  windows. 

From  the  onset  of  war,  building  operations  were  suspended  and 
only  urgent  repairs  could  be  carried  out.  A number  of  condemned 
houses  were  re-occupied  under  special  licence  and  basements  normally 
considered  unfit  for  habitation  were  occupied  or  re-occupied,  so  that 
after  six  years  of  war,  the  lee  way  to  make  up  in  housing  under  all  headings 
is  enormous. 

As  was  expected,  verminous  conditions  increased  during  the  war. 
Scabies,  almost  non  existent  previously,  returned  and  this  added  so 
considerably  to  the  work  of  the  School  Medical  Service  that  an  additional 
nurse  was  appointed.  The  introduction  of  the  new  hair  oil,  Lethane, 
in  1943,  was  a most  important  addition  on  the  treatment  side. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  was  somewhat  heavy,  though 
never  a serious  menace.  During  the  six  years  1939  1944,  nineteen 
children  died  of  Diphtheria.  By  the  end  of  the  war,  however,  approxi- 
mately 75%  of  the  Borough  Children  had  been  immunised  and  no  child 
immunised  under  the  Borough  Scheme  died. 

The  accommodation  at  the  Delancey  Fever  Hospital  was  strained 
at  times,  mainly  on  account  of  cases  received  from  outside  areas.  In 
1940  over  40  patients  were  taken  to  relieve  the  City  of  Gloucester  and 
during  the  war  215  officers  and  other  ranks  from  H.M.  Forces,  including 
many  serious  cases  were  received  from  Cheltenham,  and  surrounding 
areas.  In  1940-41,  58  cases  of  Cerebro  spinal  Meningitis,  “Spotted 
Fever,’’  were  treated  at  the  Delancey  Hospital  with  only  seven  deaths — 
thanks  to  the  use  of  the  Sulphonamide  drugs. 

The  maternity  work  of  the  Borough  increased  out  of  all  proportion. 
The  Victoria  Home  was  heavily  worked  but  with  the  additional  accom- 
modation provided  by  Sunnyside  Maternity  Home,  the  County  Infirmary 
and  under  a special  arrangement  made  during  the  Flying  Bomb  period, 
all  reasonable  requests  for  accommodation  were  met. 

The  Health  Visitors  and  Infant  Welfare  Association  dealt  with 
heavy  additions  to  the  work  and  thanks  to  the  distribution  of  cod  liver 
oil  and  other  vitamin  products  provided  by  the  Ministry,  deficiency  diseases 
were  kept  in  check. 

The  pre-war  steady  decline  in  cases  of  Tuberculosis  was  arrested 
and  at  the  end  of  the  war  there  was  a tendency  towards  an  increase. 
On  the  whole,  however,  the  position  is  much  more  satisfactory  than 
it  might  have  been  and  for  this  we  must  mainly  thank  a well  organised 
food  control  during  the  war. 

In  conclusion,  may  I take  the  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks 
to  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their  consideration  in  the  conduct  of 
the  work  and  to  the  staff  for  the  zeal  and  loyalty  with  which  they  have 
carried  out  their  duties  in  difficult  times. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DONALD  K.  MORLEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SUMMARY  OF  GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1944. 

Area  of  borough  (in  acres) — 5,146. 

r Census  1931,  Corrected  Figure...  ...  49,418 

Population  < Registrar  General’s  Estimates  : 

Population,  Midyear,  1944  ...  60,810 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (structurally  separate) 

(Census  1921)- 10,928.  (Census  1931)— 12,272. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  1944)  according  to  Rate  Books — 14,915. 
Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (Census  1921) — 11,862. 

(Census  1931) — 13,211. 

Rateable  value  £476,688.  Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £1,950. 
EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR  1944. 


M. 

F. 

Totals 

Rate 

Live  Births — Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

(Birth  Rate  Engd.  & Wales  17.6 
Totals 

Still  Births — Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Totals 

564 

90 

526 

59 

1090 

149 

Birth  Rate  per  1 000 
population. 

20.4 

Still  Birth  Rate  Rate 
per  1000 

Live  and  Still  Births 
28.2 

654 

14 

4 

585 

16 

2 

1239 

30 

6 

18 

18 

36 

Death  Rate  for  Engd.&  Wales — 
Per  1000  Civil  population 
11.6 

Deaths 

Death  Rate  per  1000 
population 

14.8 

394 

507 

901 

Cheltenham  deaths  from 

Puerperal  Causes 

Deaths 

Per  1000  Total  Live 

and  Still  Births 

Cheltenham 

England 
& Wales 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

Totals 

2 

1.57 

0.28 

1.25 

2 

1.57 

1.53 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

Rate  per  1000  Live 
Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

M 

F 

Totals 

Cheltenham 

84.7 

England 
& Wales 

46 

46 

11 

42 

6 

88 

17 

57 

48 

105 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) — 142. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) — 0. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) — 0. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age) — 31. 

Corrected  General  Death  Rate. 

The  application  of  the  Registrar  General’s  Factor  (.82  for  Cheltenham) 
to  correct  for  age  and  sex  distribution  gives  a corrected  death  rate  of  12. 15 
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Causes  of  Death  in  the  Borough  of  Cheltenham  in  1944  as  given  by’ the 
Registrar  General.  (Total  deaths,  901). 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

M. 

F. 

All 

Causes 

394 

507 

1 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

— 

— 

2 

Cerehro  spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

5 

Diphtheria 

2 

3 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

17 

9 

7 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  '... 

5 

6 

8 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

2 

2 

9 

Influenza 

2 

7 

10 

Measles 

— 

— 

11 

Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio-encephalitis 

— 

— 

12 

Acute  infantile  encephalitis 

— 

1 

13 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus  (m)  and 

uterus  (f) 

8 

5 

14 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

17 

13 

15 

Cancer  of  breast 

■ 

19 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

35 

45 

17 

Diabetes 

2 

7 

18 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

30 

68 

19 

Heart  disease 

108 

156 

20 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

7 

9 

21 

Bronchitis 

21 

19 

22 

Pneumonia 

19 

24 

23 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

5 

3 

24 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

5 

2 

25 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  ... 

13 

18 

26 

Appendicitis 

3 

4 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases 

7 

8 

28 

Nephritis 

10 

7 

29 

Puerperal  and  post  abortion  sepsis 

— 

— 

30 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

2 

31 

Premature  birth 

11 

10 

32 

Congenital  Malformations,  birth  injury,  infant 
diseases 

9 

9 

33 

Suicide  ...  ...  

4 

1 

34 

Road  Traffic  accidents 

6 

— 

35 

Other  violent  causes  

8 

7 

36 

All  other  causes 

37 

42 

Resident  Population,  60,810. 


NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1944. 

Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population  for 
mid-year  1944  was  60,810,  450  lower  than  the  estimate  for  the  previous 
year.  A floating  population  of  some  10,000  might  be  added  to  this 
hgure  to  complete  the  picture. 
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Birth  Rate. 

The  total  number  of  births  in  the  Borough  during  1944  was  2636. 
This  figure  includes  82  still  births.  The  number  of  births  ascribed  to 
permanent  residents  was  1,275  including  36  still  births.  This  gives  a 
(live)  birth  rate  of  20.4  the  highest  rate  since  1920  when  the  rate  was  21.8. 

Illegitimate  Births. 

The  total  illegitimate  births  numbered  155  compared  with  112 
for  the  previous  year  giving  a rate  of  122  per  1000  total  births  compared 
with  95  for  the  previous  year. 

Death  Rate. 

Deaths  during  1944  numbered  901  giving  a mortality  rate  per 
1000  population  of  14.8  compared  with  15.4  for  the  previous  year.  It  is 
not  possible  to  give  a reliable  figure  corrected  for  the  abnormal  age  and 
sex  distribution  which  is  associated  with  the  character  of  such  a town 
as  Cheltenham,  because,  on  account  of  the  variety  and  magnitude  of 
local  population  movements  during  war  time,  the  Registrar  has  suspended 
the  issue  of  comparability  factors.  Using,  however,  the  last  figure 
provided,  .82,  the  mortality  rate  would  work  out  at  12,15  compared  with 
11.6  for  the  country  as  a whole.  The  abnormally  high  local  infant 
mortality  rate  during  1944,  referred  to  in  detail  below,  was  sufficient 
to  affect  the  death  rate  figure  adversely. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Infants  of  residents  under  one  year  of  age  numbering  105  died 
during  1944.  This  gives  an  Infant  Mortality  figure  of  84.7,  the  highest 
since  1918.  This  figure  is  all  the  more  disturbing  when  compared  with 
the  figure  of  46  for  the  country  as  a whole,  which  is  the  lowest  on  record. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  main'  cause  of  this  unusual  mortality  was  a 
form  of  gastro  enteritis  and  many  of  the  deaths  are  included  under  the 
heading  of  diarrhoea  in  children  under  two  years  of  age.  Such  deaths 
numbered  31  and  as  most  of  them  were  of  infants  these  deaths  themselves 
adversely  affected  the  Infant  Mortality  figure  in  a marked  degree.  In 
addition  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  many  infant  deaths  classified 
under  other  headings  such  as  prematurity  were  in  fact  primarily  caused 
by  the  same  infectious  condition.  The  nature  of  the  infection  was  in 
most  cases  in  doubt  as  no  recognised  organism  was  discovered  though 
many  of  the  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  were  under  expert  care. 

Most  of  the  cases  occurred  during  the  period  April  to  the  middle 
of  August  and  were  not  very  markedly  confined  to  any  particular  area. 
A careful  enquiry  into  the  cases  individually  failed  to  throw  any  light 
on  the  origin  of  the  outbreak. 

Though  artificially  fed  infants  were  mainly  affected  some  breast 
fed  babies  succumbed  and  quite  a number  had  passed  the  period  of 
breast  and  bottle  feeding  when  they  died. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Deaths  of  residents  from  causes  associated  with  child  birth 
numbered  two  neither  of  which  was  from  Sepsis.  This  gives  a total 
mortality  of  1.57  per  1000  births  compared  with  the  figure  of  1.53  for 
the  country  as  a whole, 
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SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  SWIMMING  POOLS 

The  Sandford  Swimming  Pool  was  in  constant  use  in  summer 
time  during  the  whole  of  the  war  and  proved  a particularly  welcome 
amenity  to  residents  under  conditions  associated  with  restricted  travel. 
Troops  billeted  in  the  town  and  camping  in  the  vicinity  also  made  very 
great  use  of  the  pool.  War  time  staffing  difficulties  restricted  the  opening 
of  the  pool  to  the  afternoon  during  the  latter  half  of  the  war,  but  con- 
siderable assistance  in  staffing  was  given  by  units  stationed  in  the  district. 
The  character  of  the  water  was  at  times  affected  by  filtration  difficulties 
associated  with  war  time  conditions,  but  chlorination  was  continuous 
and  frequent  tests  showed  that  free  chlorine  was  present  in  all  parts  of 
the  bath.  A green  algal  growth  which  appeared  to  thrive  on  chlorine 
caused  a great  deal  of  trouble  on  several  occasions. 

The  Alstone  baths  also  were  in  constant  use  during  the  war  and 
the  unexceptionable  character  of  the  water  was  easier  to  maintain  in 
these  covered  baths. 

The  Montpellier  baths  were  out  of  use  during  the  war  as  the  rooms 
were  used  for  Civil  Defence  purposes. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

During  1944  the  sources  of  the  water  supply  for  Cheltenham 
remained  four  in  number. 

(1)  The  main  supply  from  the  River  Severn  at  Tewkesbury  which  is 
purified  by  preliminary  chlorination  and  sedimentation  followed  by 
rapid  sand  filtration  and  chloramine  treatment  of  the  final  product. 

The  purification  process  is  under  the  direct  supervision  of  a whole 
time  analyst.  Daily  samples  are  taken  and  the  results  which  are  re- 
ported to  the  Water  Committee  monthly  have  shown  that  a very  high 
standard  of  purity  is  maintained.  The  number  of  organisms  per  cubic 
ml.  seldom  exceed  30  and  average  about  10.  B.Coli  have  only  been 
found  in  most  exceptional  circumstances. 

(2)  Dowdeswell  Reservoir. 

Purification  is  by  double  filtration  and  chloramine  treatment  of 
the  final  product. 

(3)  Sandford  Pump 

Purification  is  by  chloramine  treatment.  This  water  is  rather 
hard  and  for  this  reason  is  not  entirely  satisfactory  as  a public  supply. 

(4)  Northfleld  Spring  (Hewletts  Reservoir). 

Purification  is  by  chloramine  treatment. 

Samples  of  sources  Nos.  (2),  (3)  and  (4)  are  analysed  monthly  in 
the  Tewkesbury  laboratory.  Results  show  that  a high  degree  of  purity 
is  maintained. 
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Spa  Waters. 

At  the  present  time  the  Spa  Waters  of  Pittville  and  Fieldholme 
are  dispensed  at  the  Town  Hall  and  Medical  Baths. 

The  Pittville  water  in  use  is  a half  and  half  mixture  of  the  shallow 
and  deep  water.  Bacteriological  tests  show  that  this  water  possesses 
a high  degree  of  natural  purity  but  the  water  is  chlorinated  before  use 
as  an  extra  safeguard. 

Fieldholme  water  is  somewhat  cloudy  and  its  natural  purity  is 
not  so  high  as  that  of  the  Pittville  Water  so  that  the  chlorination  which 
is  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is 
an  additional  safeguard. 


MILK  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 

The  following  licences  were  issued  by  Cheltenham  Borough  Council 
during  1944  : — 

Type  of  Licence  Issued. 
Producers  Dealers  Supplementary 

A.  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  — 1 1 

B.  Accredited  ...  ...  — — — 

C.  Pasteurised  ...  ...  2 3 — 

Licences  for  production  of  Tuberculin  Tested  and  Certified  Milk 
are  issued  by  the  County  Council. 

Two  firms  hold  licences  for  the  “positive  holding”  type  of  pas- 
teurising plants  in  the  Borough.  The  larger  apparatus  is  capable  of  a 
daily  output  of  2000  gallons.  For  some  eighteen  months,  however,  this 
plant  has  been  adapted  for  pasteurisation  by  the  flash  process  in  order 
to  meet  the  war  time  demands  for  a larger  output  than  the  pas- 
teuriser is  normally  able  to  deal  with.  The  daily  quantity  dealt  with 
has  reached  a total  of  3000  gallons. 

During  the  year  unsatisfactory  bacteriological  tests  were  associated 
with  an  out  of  date  bottle  washing  plant.  After  very  considerable  delay 
associated  with  war  time  conditions  a modern  plant  has  been  installed 
and  results  have  since  been  satisfactory. 

Samples  from  these  plants  are  now  taken  monthly  for  the  phos- 
phatase and  methylene  blue  tests  and  for  bacteriological  examination. 
During  1944  twelve  samples  were  taken. 
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THE  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES,  1944. 
NOTIFICATIONS. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  numbers  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  during  the  year.  The  table  includes  Cheltenham 
Borough  cases  only. 


Disease 

Cases  Notified 

Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever 

141 

Diphtheria 

88 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

11 

Pneumonia 

56 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

Erysipelas 

19 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

1 

Measles 

120 

Whooping  Cough 

134 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  1944. 


Cases 

Vision 

un- 

impaired 

Notified 

Treated 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

At  Home 

In  Hospital 

4 

4 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

Diphtheria. 

Notifications  of  this  disease  numbered  88  compared  with  109 
the  previous  year  and  included  a number  of  severe  cases  with  five  deaths. 
Three  of  the  deaths  were  of  children  under  hve,  one  was  a school  child 
and  the  other  was  the  case  of  an  adult  admitted  while  on  a day  visit  to 
an  address  in  the  town.  In  this  case  the  disease  was  probably  not  con- 
tracted in  this  area.  No  death  occurred  of  an  immunised  person. 
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Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

No.  of  cases  in  which  immunisation  was  completed  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  991 

No.  of  cases  in 'which  attendance  ceased  before  completion  ...  117 

No.  of  Schick  Tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 


Estimated  percentage  of  child  population  who  had  received 
a course  of  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 

Aged  1 to  5 years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70% 

Aged  5 to  15  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76% 

Elementary  School  children  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75% 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Notifications  numbered  141  compared  with  97  for  1943.  The 
disease  was  of  mild  type  and  there  was  no  death 


Poliomyelitis. 

There  was  one  mild  but  definite  case  in  an  adult.  Early  recovery 
of  the  affected  muscles  suggested  that  complete  recovery  was  to  be 
expected.  The  patent  was  an  expectant  mother  in  the  late  stages  of 
pregnancy  ; although  the  abdominal  muscles  were  definitely  weakened, 
labour  was  not  seriously  affected. 


DELANCEY  FEVER  HOSPITAL  REPORT 

Particulars  as  to  accommodation  and  staff  were  included  in  the 
report  for  1938. 


Table  of  cases  admitted  during  1944. 
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1 
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6 

3 

5 

5 

2 

14 

246 

Cheltenham  JCD.C.  ... 

14 

5 

1 

1 

2 

23 

Charlton  Kings  ICU.C. 

35 

1 

1 

1 

1 

39 

North  Cotswold  K.D.C. 

15 

3 

2 

20 

Northleach  R.D.C. 

1 

1 

The  Services 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

7 

Gloucester  City 

1 

1 

Cirencester 

8 

1 

9 

Private  Wards 

Staff 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

TOTALS  

75 

1 15 

1 

4 

4 

(S 

4 

3 

1 

5 

s 

3 

20 

349 

* included  a number  of  cases  admitted  for  observation  and  not  notilied. 
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REPORT 

on  the  work  of 

DELANCEY  FEVER  HOSPITAL 
during  1944. 

During  1944,  349  cases  were  admitted  compared  with  408,  383, 
350  and  458  during  the  prveious  four  years. 


The  distribution  of  cases  was  as  follows: — 

Borough  of  Cheltenham  ...  ...  ...  246 

Cheltenham  Rural  District  ...  ...  ...  23 

Charlton  Kings  Urban  District  ...  ...  39 

North  Cotswold  Rural  District  ...  ...  20 

Northleach  Rural  District  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gloucester  City  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cirencester  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

H.M.  Forces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Private  wards  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Staff  ...  ...  ...  1 


Total  349 


The  cases  were  classified  as  follows: — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  175 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  115 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  4 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

German  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Mumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dysentery  ...  1 

Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Scabies  and  Impetigo  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Observation  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 


Total  349 


Deaths. 

There  were  seven  deaths.  Six  of  these  were  from  Diphtheria, 
four  Cheltenham  cases  and  one  each  from  Cheltenham  Rural  District 
and  North  Cotswold  District. 

There  was  one  death  from  Meningococcal  Meningitis,  a case  from 
Cheltenham  Rural  District. 

In  none  of  the  Diphtheria  deaths  was  there  any  history  of  im- 
munisation. 
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Operations. 


I'hc  following  operations  were  carried  out  with  successful  results  : 
Mastoid  in  a Scarlet  Fever  case  ...  Mr.  Barker 

Tracheotomy  in  a Diphtheria  case  ...  Mr.  Barker 

Myringotomy  in  a Scarlet  Fever  case  ...  Mr.  Barker 

Abscess  of  Neck  in  a Scarlet  Fever  case  Dr.  Morley 


Staff. 

One  member  of  the  staff  contracted  mild  diphtheria  although  she 
had  given  a negative  Schick  test.  The  case  caused  no  anxiety  and  it 
is  quite  possible  that  it  was  actually  a case  of  Tonsillitis  with  the  chance 
presence  of  Diphtheria  organisms. 

All  new  members  of  the  staff  are  tested  for  susceptibility  to 
Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  when  they  join  and  if  necessary  receive 
courses  of  immunising  doses. 

The  Matron  and  her  staff  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  high 
efficiency  of  the  nursing  during  another  year  of  war  when  domestic 
problems  were  a continued  source  of  anxiety.  The  clerical  work  associated 
with  rationing  and  other  war  time  measures  has  increased  rather  than 
diminished. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1944. 


Age  Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulm 

3 nary 

Non- 

Pulmonory 

Pulm 

onary 

N 

Pulm 

on- 

onary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1 year 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 — 5 years 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5—15  „ 

3 

2 

7 

3 

1 

1 

15—25  „ 

5 

9 

1 

2 

1 

2 

25—35  „ 

7 

8 

2 

1 

3 

1 

35 — 45  ,, 

7 

4 

1 

4 

3 

1 

45 — 55  ,,  ... 

4 

3 

1 

3 

55—65  „ 

7 

3 

4 

2 

65  and  upwards 

3 

4 

3 

1 

36 

33 

12 

11 

16 

10 

5 

6 

Registrar  General’s  Fig. 

17 

9 

5 

6 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  numbered  37.  The  yearly  averages  for 
the  last  four  five  year  periods,  including  the  1944  figure,  were  37.6,  34, 
38.2  and  47.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  as  regards  the  steady  and 
very  definite  improvement  in  the  mortality  from  this  disease  whicli  was 


14 


taking  place  before  the  war,  the  clock  has  been  put  back  about  ten  years, 
temporarily  only,  it  is  to  be  liopcd.  The  number  of  new  cases  notified 
was  92,  the  largest  number  for  over  20  years.  The  comparison  of  this 
figure  with  previous  years  is  probably  not  a good  index  of  the  incidence 
of  the  disease,  because  methods  of  diagnosis  have  improved  very  much 
and  in  the  past  many  cases  may  have  been  missed  and  remained  un- 
notified. 

The  Tuberculosis  death  rates  for  1944  were  as  follows  : — 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  0.43 

Non  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  0.18 

The  County  is  responsible  for  the  provision  of  treatment  and  such 
isolation  of  patients  as  is  practicable. 

Arrangements  for  disinfection,  etc.,  were  in  line  with  the  practice 
described  in  previous  reports. 

The  Tuberculosis  After  Care  Committee  again  did  much  good  work 
in  the  Borough.  The  advice  and  assistance  provided  were  needed 
even  more  during  the  war  emergency. 


Per  1,000 
of 

Population 


NURSING  HOMES  REGISTRATION 

At  the  commencement  of  1944  there  were  24  Nursing  Homes  on 
the  register.  This  number  includes  the  Maternity  Ward  of  the  Public 
Assistance  Institution  and  the  maternity  block  of  a large  nursing  home 
which  is  for  practical  purposes  a separate  institution.  During  the  year 
one  small  home  was  given  up  and  one  very  large  maternity  home  was 
registered.  The  latter  is  the  County  maternity  home  for  evacuated 
mothers,  named  “Sunnyside,,’  and  situated  in  PittviUe  Circus  Road. 

The  returns  at  the  end  of  1944  showed  a total  of  273  beds  available 
in  registered  nursing  homes,  of  which  127  are  for  general  cases  and  148 
are  normally  reserved  for  maternity  cases. 

All  homes  were  inspected  during  the  year. 
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MIDWIFERY  AND  MATERNITY  SERVICES,  1944. 

Number  of  Midwives  in  the  area  of  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  and 
number  of  cases  attended  by  them  during  the  year  and  the  capacity  in 

which  they  attended. 


Nature  of  Employment 
of  Midwives 

No.  of  Midwives 
practising  at  end 
of  1944 

CASES  ATTENDED 

/ 

\ 

Location  and  Number 

In 

In 

Id 

Doini- 

Instil- 

Totals 

Capacity  in  which 

Own 

Instil- 

Totals 

ciliary 

ution 

Midwives  acted 

Home 

tition 

(A)  Employed  in  Institutions 

As  Midwives 

_ 

1250 

1250 

by  Gloucestershire  C.C. 

— 

18 

18— 

As  Maternity 

— 

Nurses 

- 

14 

14 

(B)  Employed  by  Voluntary 

Associations 

(Vetoria  Home) 

(i)  Under  arrangements 

made  in  pursuance  of 

— 

As  Mid  wives 

246 

246 

Section  1 of  the 

5 

- 

5 

As  Maternity 

72 

72 

Midwives  Act  1936 

— 

Nurses 

(ii)  Under  private 



As  Midwives 

_ 

128 

128 

arrangements 

- 

5 

5 

As  Maternity 

Nurses 

— 

24 

24 



As  Midwives 

72 

261 

333 

♦(C)  In  private  practice 

8 

20 

28— 

As  Maternity 

Nurses 

59 

458 

517 

As  Midwives 

318 

1639 

1957 

Totals 

13 

43 

56— 

As  Maternity 

Nurses 

131 

496 

627 

V. 

V 

J 

Combined 

56 

Totals 

449 

2135 

2584 

Estimated  Number  of  Domiciliary  Births  during  the  year  in 
the  area  of  the  Local  Supervising  Authority 


* Classified  according  to  normal  practice.  Some  of  these  Midwives  attend  cases 

under  both  headings. 


479 


Total  Number  of  Births. 

During  1944  there  were  2,554  live  and  82  still  births  in  this 
Borough  making  a total  of  2,636  births.  Out  of  these  1,145  were  born 
in  the  large  County  Maternity  Home,  Sunnyside.  Only  479  births  took 
place  in  the  home  of  the  parent. 

There  were  three  maternal  deaths.  One  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 
was  a case  from  another  area,  so  that  this  death  is  not  included  in  the 
Registrar’s  Table.  The  other  deaths  were  those  of  two  residents  and 
these  are  included  in  the  Mortality  Table  under  puerperal  causes  of 
death  other  than  sepsis. 
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NOTES  ON  MATERNITY  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  number  of  maternity  cases  provided  with  institutional 
accommodation  at  a reduced  charge  by  the  Cheltenham  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee  during  1944  was  275  compared  with  285  the 
previous  year.  Of  these  145  were  accommodated  at  the  Victoria  Home, 
96  at  Sunnyside  and  34  at  the  Montpellier  Nursing  Home. 

Cases  accepted  were  those  where  accommodation  at  the  place  of 
residence  was  not  suitable  or  where  help  at  the  time  of  confinement 
could  not  be  obtained. 


The  policy  adopted  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  was  to  allow  the 
mothers  the  choice  of  Sunnyside  or  the  Victoria  Home  but  to  direct 
those  with  no  preference  to  the  Victoria  Home  until  that  accommodation 
was  fully  booked. 

Cases  admitted  to  Sunnyside  were  paid  for  by  the  Borough  at  the 
rate  of  £7  for  the  fortnight.  This  figure  has  now  been  increased  as 
cases  have  in  future  to  be  paid  for  at  a figure  which  is  based  on  the 
assessed  cost  of  maintenance. 


As  a result  of  the  flying  bomb  danger  in  south- east  England  the 
use  of  Sunnyside  by  evacuees  increased  enormously  and  the  County 
suddenly  found  themselves  unable  to  accept  bookings  for  Cheltenham 
Borough  residents.  Fortunately  it  was  found  possible  to  secure  the 
use  of  five  beds  at  a private  Nursing  Home  where  34  cases  were  received 
during  the  five  or  six  months  during  which  the  arrangement  held.  This 
saved  the  situation  and  no  really  pressing  case  was  refused  accommo- 
dation. A fee  of  £8  8s.  Od.  a week  was  charged  to  the  Council,  less 
contributions  by  patients,  who  were  assessed  according  to  the  usual 
scale.  The  arrangements  were  terminated  at  the  end  of  1944  and  for- 
tunately Sunnyside  was  again  able  to  admit  cases  from  Cheltenham 
Borough.  The  cost  of  this  arrangement  is  shown  in  the  following 
statement ; — 


No.  of  bookings,  etc.,  from  March  1st  to 
December  31st 

34  cases  at  £8  8s.  a week  (full  fee)  

Amount  payable  by  patients 
Amount  due  from  Corporation 


34 

;^583  14  0 
£151  9 3 
£432  4 9 


Young  married  women  are  not  always  aware  that  maternity 
accommodation  is  provided  by  the  local  Authority  at  charges  assessed 
according  to  income.  During  1944  in  a report  to  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee  two  cases  were  contrasted.  In  one  case  a 
mother  whose  husband  held  a comparatively  good  position  wisely  taking 
advantage  of  the  scheme,  had  her  confinement  at  Sunnyside  at  a total 
cost  of  £7,  while  the  wife  of  a service  man  who  made  arrangements 
privately  found  herself  with  accounts  to  pay  which  totalled  almost 
exactly  six  times  this  amount. 
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The  scale  for  assessing  patients  admitted  to  maternity  accommo- 
dation was  revised  during  the  year,  one  of  the  main  alterations  being 
an  increased  allowance  for  children. 

During  1944,  96  cases  were  admitted  to  Sunnyside  Maternity 
Home  under  arrangements  made  with  Gloucestershire  County  Council. 
This  home  has  had  over  60  beds  primarily  for  evacuated  mothers.  The 
total  charge  for  these  cases  was  approximately  £805  9s.  7d.,  of  which 
the  patients  paid  £422  4s.  9d.  or  52%  of  the  cost. 

The  following  will  be  of  interest  in  showing  at  a glance  the  cost 
to  the  Corporation  of  subsidised  maternity  ward  accommodation  in  the 
Borough  during  1944.  The  figures,  though  substantially  correct,  are 
only  approximate  as  there  is  some  overlapping  at  the  turn  of  the  year 
and  in  some  cases  fees  have  not  been  paid  but  may  yet  be  recovered. 
There  is  in  addition  a grant  of  £110  per  annum  made  by  the  Council  to 
the  Victoria  Home  on  account  of  the  maintenance  of  the  maternity 
ward.  This  is  not  included  in  the  figures  given  below. 


Ward 

Fees 

Payments  to 
Doctors,  Opera- 
tions, X ray,  etc. 

Patients’ 

Contri- 

butions 

Cost  to 
Corporation 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Victoria  Home 

1605 

77 

517 

1165 

Sunnyside 

805 

422 

383 

Montpellier 

584 

151 

433 

Totals 

£2994 

£77 

£1090 

£1981 

INSPECTION  OF  MIDWIVES 
1.  Notices  received  from  Midwives. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  special  notices  received  from 
midwives  during  1944 — 

Notification  of  Still  Births  ...  ...  ...  10 

,,  Death  of  Infant  ...  ...  ...  10 

,,  Death  of  Mother  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  Artificial  Feeding  being  adopted  ...  15 

,,  Liability  to  be  a Source  of  Infection  3 

,,  Having  laid  out  of  dead  body  ...  0 

Total  number  of  Notices  received  40 
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2.  Number  of  Cases  in  which  Medical  Aid  was  summoned  during  the 
year  under  Section  14  (1)  of  the  Midwives  Act  1918,  by  a Midwife. 

(i)  In  domiciliary  practice  ...  ...  208  1 

y Total  285 

(ii)  In  Institutional  practice  ...  ...  77  j 

The  figure  285  represents  14%  of  the  total  of  1957  cases  which 
were  attended  in  the  capacity  of  midwife. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  reasons  necessitating  the  calls 
for  the  assistance  of  a Doctor. 

(rt)  Conditions  arising  before  Labour  f Albuminuria 

\ Other  Conditions 

(b)  Miscarriage,  Abortion  and  Premature  Labour 

' Perineal  Injuries 


(c)  Conditions  arising  during  Labour 


(d)  Conditions  arising  after  Labour 


{e)  Condition  of  the  Infant 


Delayed  Labour 
Abnormal  Presentations 
Abnormal  Haemorrhage 
Retained  Products  of 
Conception  ... 

^ Other  conditions 

/ Rise  of  Temperature  . . . 

\ Other  conditions 

r Feebleness  or  Prematurity 
J Inflamed  Eyes,  etc. 

^ Deformities 
Other  conditions 


2 

46 

7 

72 

22 

11 

2 

6 

6 

28 

31 

3 

20 

29 


Total  . . . 285 


Doctors’  Fees  under  the  Midwives  Acts.  £ s.  d. 

Total  amount  of  fees  paid  to  Doctors  during  the  period 

April  1st,  1944,  to  March  31st,  1945  ...  ...  114  4 0 

Amount  rechargeable  to  Patients  under  the  Income  Scale  55  4 11 

Of  this  £27  4s.  lid.  was  repaid  by  patients  during  the  year,  and 
in  addition  £2  6s.  6d.  was  received  on  previous  accounts. 


GYNAECOLOGICAL  CLINIC 

This  Clinic,  which  was  opened  in  1938,  is  mainly  intended  for 
Birth  Control  work.  Help  is  only  given  to  Mothers  whose  health  is 
such  as  to  render  further  pregnancy  undesirable. 

Where  patients  are  able  to  pay,  a fee  of  10/6  is  charged  for  the 
first  visit  ; the  second  visit  within  six  months  is  free  and  subsequent 
visits  are  charged  at  2/6. 

During  1944  twenty  four  clinics  were  held  and  97  mothers  attended 
(of  whom  17  were  County  ca.ses).  The  number  of  separate  attendances 
totalled  131. 
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THE  MATERNITY  WORK  OF  THE  VICTORIA  HOME. 
STATISTICS  FOR  1944. 


Ward  Cases. 

M idwi/ery 

Maternity 

Cases 

Cases 

Borough  Cases 

145  comprising 

126 

19 

County  Cases 

7 

2 

5 

Totals 

152 

128 

24 

The  average  duration  of  stay  in  hospital  of  the  cases  admitted 
to  the  wards  for  confinement  was  fourteen  days. 


The  number  of  calls  for  medical  aid  arising  from  the  128  midwifery 
cases  attended  in  the  ward  was  71  or  55%. 


In  addition  to  the  above  mentioned  cases,  24  mothers  were  ad- 
mitted, mostly  for  short  periods  of  one  or  two  days,  for  Ante  natal 
observation  treatment  and  special  tests. 


2.  District  Cases. 

Midwifery  ...  ...  ...  ...  246 

Maternity  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 


Total  ...  318 


These  figures  show  the  work  of  the  “Domicihary”  Service  provided 
under  the  Midwives’  Act,  1936,  by  the  Home,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Borough  Council.  Five  midwives  are  engaged  solely  on  this  work,  and 
they  therefore  had  an  average  of  63  cases  each,  which  is  a satisfactory 
number.  Medical  assistance  was  called  for  on  151  occasions,  that  is 
in  47.4%  of  the  cases. 


3.  Ante-natal  Clinic  and  Post-natal  Clinic. 

These  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Victoria  Home  as  follows  : — General 
Clinic — at  which  a Doctor  attends,  Thursday  at  1 1 a.m. 


The  midwives  of  the  Home,  also  hold  Ante-natal  Clinics  ; (1)  for 
district  cases  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m.  (2)  for 
ward  cases  Monday  and  Wednesday  from  10  o’clock  onwards. 


During  1944,  457  mothers  attended  for  Ante-natal  and  106  for 
Post  natal  and  advice. 
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WAR-TIME  DAY  AND  RESIDENTIAL  NURSERIES 
Thirlestaine  Court  Residential  Nursery. 

A war  time  residential  nursery  was  opened  at  Thirlestaine  Court 
in  July,  1941,  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  aecommodation  provides  for  22  children  of  ages  up  to  hve 
years.  The  provision  was  primarily  made  to  take  the  children  of  an 
existing  nursery  displaced  from  another  area  for  military  reasons.  This 
nursery  comprised  a group  of  children,  about  15  in  number,  evacuated 
from  Shadwell.  The  remaining  places  were  reserved  for  the  children 
of  evacuated  mothers  on  admission  to  Sunnyside  Maternity  Home  for 
conhnement,  or  the  children  of  mothers  incapacitated  in  other  ways. 

The  allocation  of  places  between  long  and  short  stay  cases  has 
varied  considerably  during  the  war  years  and  none  of  the  original  children 
now  remain. 

The  reception  of  Borough  and  County  children  at  the  expense  of 
the  authority  concerned  was  allowed  by  the  Ministry  as  long  as  this  did 
not  interfere  with  the  primary  object  of  the  Nursery,  and  the  Nursery, 
has  been  of  great  value  locally  as  well  as  nationally.  There  is  a con- 
tinuous call  for  places  resulting  from  conditions  associated  with  shortage 
of  domestic  labour,  housing  difficulties  and  in  domestic  emergencies. 

Day  Nurseries. 

Three  day  Nurseries  estabhshed  during  the  war,  Whaddon  Road, 
Swindon  Road  and  Clarence  Square,  were  opened  in  1940,  on  the  1st  May, 
8th  June  and  the  14th  September  respectively. 

The  three  Nurseries  were  placed  under  the  care  of  a Supervising 
Matron  with  a deputy  matron  as  head  of  each  Nursery. 

The  provision  was  primarily  intended  for  the  children  of  mothers 
working  in  factories,  but  the  regulation  was  soon  relaxed  to  include  the 
children  of  mothers  engaged  in  any  bona  hde  employment. 

The  staff,  apart  from  the  trained  members,  has  consisted  of  young 
girls  training  for  the  certificate  of  the  National  Society  of  Children’s 
Nurseries.  A course  of  lectures  has  been  arranged  annually  to  conform 
with  the  requirements  of  the  examination. 

The  staffing  problem  has  at  times  been  one  of  great  difficulty  and 
the  Nurseries  are  usually  full  to  overflowing.  The  normal  40  places  at 
each  Nursery  has  often  been  exceeded. 


CARE  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  considered  this 
matter  in  the  light  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  20/4.  As  a results 
special  cots  for  premature  infants  were  provided  for  use  in  the  Victorici 
Home  Maternity  Wards  and  on  the  district.  The  Committee  also  agreed 
to  appoint  a Paediatrician  who  could  be  called  in  for  consultation  hi 
special  cases  at  a fee  of  £3  3s.  Od.  All  ambulances  are  equipped  with 
hot  water  bottles  which  are  available  for  the  removal  to  hospital  of 
such  cases. 

Special  birth  notification  cards  have  been  circulated  to  doctors 
and  midwives  with  a space  in  which  the  weight  at  birth  is  to  be  entered. 
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CARE  OF  ILLEGITIMATE  CHILDREN. 

Much  consideration  was  given  during  the  year  to  the  provision 
of  special  accommodation  in  the  Borough  for  illegitimate  children  and 
in  suitable  cases  for  the  mother  also  during  the  difficult  period  following 
discharge  from  a maternity  home. 

Such  accommodation  has  for  many  years  been  provided  in  a small 
way  at  a Church  Army  Home,  but  some  extension  was  considered  to  be 
advisable. 

The  conclusion  finally  arrived  at  was  that  there  was  not  sufficient 
demand  to  warrant  the  provision  of  a hostel  unless  the  County  authorities 
were  prepared  to  participate  in  the  scheme.  As  the  County  already  had 
a scheme  in  hand,  the  offer  to  the  Borough  of  accommodation  on  a case 
basis  was  accepted  as  a satisfactory  solution  of  the  problem.  At  the 
same  time  the  possession  of  the  new  hostel  by  the  County  will  relieve 
the  restricted  accommodation  at  the  Church  Army  Home.  The  Welfare 
Worker  in  charge  of  this  home  is  able  -to  cover  the  area  satisfactorily 
insofar  as  the  giving  of  advice  and  assistance  to  unmarried  mothers  is 
concerned. 


HOME  HELP  SCHEME. 

For  several  years  Home  Helps  have  been  provided  through  the 
agency  of  the  District  Nursing  Association.  Until  recently  the  help 
provided  was  quite  small  in  amount  and  consisted  in  the  utilisation  of 
the  services  of  neighbours  or  of  women  living  in  the  vicinity  of  a mother’s 
home  and  known  by  the  midwives  to  be  available  on  a part  time  basis 
to  give  assistance  required  to  keep  the  home  running  during  the  period 
of  incapacity  of  the  mother. 

The  need  for  such  service  has  increased  very  considerably  as  a 
result  of  war  time  conditions  with  husbands  and  relatives  away  from 
home  on  war  service  or  engaged  in  armament  factories  and  for  the  same 
reason  with  voluntary  assistance  from  friends  much  more  rarely  available. 
In  order  to  do  something  towards  meeting  this  need,  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee  in  the  autumn  of  1943  appointed  the  first 
whole  time  Home  Help.  The  services  of  one  part  time  assistant  were 
also  secured.  Early  in  1944  the  whole  time  "Help”  left  the  town  at  short 
notice  to  help  a relative  in  the  north  and  the  scheme  languished  for  most 
of  the  year,  through  lack  of  applicants,  with  the  exception  of  some  part 
time  work  and  the  sporadic  assistance  provided  by  the  Nursing 
Association. 

In  the  autumn  of  1944  on  the  offer  of  amended  conditions  another 
whole  time  Home  Help  was  appointed  and  the  outlook  improved. 

In  December  the  Ministry  issued  Circular  179/44,  considerably 
extending  the  scope  of  Home  Help  Schemes.  Local  Authorities  in 
urban  areas  were  empowered  by  this  Circular  to  "make  arrangements  for 
the  provision  of  domestic  help  to  households  where  the  provision  of  such 
help  appears  to  be  necessary,  and  may,  if  it  appears  desirable  so  to  do, 
itself  employ  women  to  provide  such  help.”  An  important  departure 
was  the  extension  of  the  scheme  beyond  the  normal  work  of  a Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Authority,  to  allow  the  provision  of  help  in  homes 
without  mothers  or  children.  The  circular  recognised  the  fact  that  it 
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would  be  difficult  to  obtain  suitable  labour,  but  stated  that  the  Minister 
of  Labour  would  encoura.gc  suitable  workers  to  undertake  the  work. 

The  Ministry  recommended  that  “the  rates  paid  by  the  authority 
to  the  persons  that  it  employs  as  helpers  should  be  reasonable  rates,  in 
the  light  of  those  current  for  similar  work  in  the  district  and  of  the  rates 
paid  to  Home  Helps  under  any  scheme  in  operation  in  the  district.  They 
should  in  any  case  not  be  less  than  the  Hetherington  scale.” 

As  a result  of  further  advertisements  and  some  good  fortune  as  to 
the  type  of  applicant  coming  forward,  1945,  has  seen  a very  considerable 
increase  in  this  work. 


INFANT  WELFARE. 

Work  of  Health  Visitors,  January  1st — December  31st,  1944 

No.  of  Children  on  Register  

Un-notified  Live  Births  discovered  (when  checked  up  with 

Registrar’s  Birth  returns)  

Un-notified  Still  Births  discovered 

Home  Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  (a)  1 year  and  under 
,.  „ (b)  over  1 year 

Special  visits  to  Mothers  (Ante  natal  cases  392) 

First  Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors 
Chicken  pox  cases  visited 
Measles  cases  visited  (Greman  Measles  nil) 

Whooping  cough  cases  visited  

Mumps  cases  visited 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  cases  visited 

Scarlet  Fever  

Attendances  of  Health  Visitors  at  Centres 
Cases  reported  to  N.S.P.C.C. 


1 


5312 


56 

J - 

8078 
8940 
817 
1254 
16 
5 

74 
8 

3 

412 

4 


Dental  Treatment  of  Nursing  and  Expectant  Mothers  and  Children  under  5. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  done  by  the  School  Dentist 
for  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  during  1944. 


Attendances 

Extractions 

Extractions(  under  gas) 

Fillings  

Attendances  for  other  treat 
ment,  impressions,  fitting 
dentures,  etc.  


Saturday  Morning 

Childrens’ 

Thursday  Evenings 

Hospital 

Children 

Children 

M others 

under  5 

under  5 

783 

44 

— 

307 

9 

41 

810 

47 

5 

153 

7 

— 

302 

21 

— 

Total  number  of  dentures  provided  during  1944 
Number  of  cases  receiving  assistance  in  payment  ... 


40 

1 
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In  order  to  meet  the  difficulty  presented  by  children  under  school 
age  requiring  multiple  extractions  under  a general  anaesthetic,  an  ar- 
rangement was  put  into  operation  early  in  1940  for  the  work  to  be  done 
at  the  Children’s  Hospital  by  the  School  Dentist.  This  enables  children 
to  be  kept  lying  down  for  an  hour  or  two  to  recover  from  the  effects  of 
the  extractions  and  anaesthetic. 

Children’s  Acts. 

The  following  figures  show  the  extent  of  the  year’s  work  under 
these  acts. 

Number  of  visits  by  Health  Visitors  ...  ...  ...  ...  199 

Number  of  visits  by  School  Nurses  ...  37 

Number  of  individual  children  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  46 

Number  of  children  who  died  during  the  year  ...  — 

Number  of  Foster  Mothers  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  29 

The  home  visits  necessitated  by  these  Acts  are  made  by  the  Health 
Visitors  in  the  case  of  children  under  5 and  by  the  School  Nurses  where 
children  between  the  ages  of  5 and  9 are  concerned. 


ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC. 

This  Clinic  provides  for  school  children  as  well  as  children  under 
school  age. 

The  attendances  are  kept  separate  and  the  fees  due  to  the 
Cheltenham  General  Hospital  and  to  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  and  Nurse 
are  paid  in  proportion  to  the  attendances. 

The  figures  given  in  this  report  refer  to  children  under  school  age 
only,  imless  otherwise  stated. 

A quarterly  report  is  made  to  each  Committee. 


Summary  of  Work  done  during  the  Year  and  Analysis  of  Cases  Treated. 

Number  of  Clinics  held  ...  24 

Committee  Responsible 

Maternity  and 

Number  of  individual  children  on  the  Education  Child  Welfare 


Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  46  72 

Number  of  Suregon’s  consultations  ...  81  135 

Number  of  separate  attendances  for  treatment  379  66 

460  201 


Total  attendances 


24 


Number  of  Cases  on  the  Register  (under  School  Age). 

No.  of  Cases 

On  the  Register,  1st  January,  1944  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Removed  (Non  attendance,  transfers  to  County,  School  Section,  etc.)  25 
New  cases  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Remaining  on  the  Register,  1st  January,  1945  ...  ...  ...  72 


Summary  of  Conditions  requiring  Treatment  in  72  Cases  remaining  on 
the  Register  at  the  end  of  1944. 


Disease 

Flat  Feet 
Knock  Knees 
Bow  Legs 

Talipes  Equino  Varus 
Anterior  Poliomyelitis 
Miscellaneous 


On  Register 

Is^  Jan.,  1944. 
31 
11 
17 
4 
1 
8 


Totals  ...  72 


CHELTENHAM  INFANT  WELFARE  ASSOCIATION 
Thirty-Sixth  Annual  Report. 

MEETINGS  OF  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 


For  Babies  and  Children  up  to  Five  Years. 

At  Highbury  Congregational  Church,  every  Tuesday  ...  2.30 

At  Bethesda  Sunday  School,  every  Wednesday  ...  ...  2.30 

(Great  Norwood  Street). 

At  St.  Mark’s  every  Wednesday  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.30 

Wesleyan  Sunday  School,  Gloucester  Road. 

At  Baker  Street  Institute,  every  Thursday  ...  ...  2.30 

At.  St.  Michael’s  Hall,  Whaddon,  every  Thursday  ...  2.30 


Attendances  at  Grosvenor  Street  (45 
Attendances  at  Bethesda  (46 

Attendances  at  St.  Mark’s  (46 

Attendances  at  Baker  Street  (46 
Attendances  at  St.  Michael’s  Hall  (46 


Infants 

Toddlers 

meetings) 

2552 

1075 

3627 

meetings) 

2839 

1438 

4277 

meetings) 

2747 

1436 

4183 

meetings) 

2171 

906 

3077 

meetings) 

1480 

592 

2072 

17236 

Weekly  Toddler  Inspections. 

35  meetings  ; 182  attendances. 

Number  of  individual  Children  attending  the  four  centres  : — 

Grosvenor  Street,  304  ; Bethesda,  483  ; Baker  Street,  437  ; St.  Marks,  484. 

St.  Michael’s  Hall,  326 2304 

Visits  paid  by  Club  Visitor  (since  April  1st,  1944)  ...  1429 


, APRIL  1st,  1944  to  March  31st,  1945. 

Mrs.  Barnes  who  has  had  previous  experience  in  Infant  Welfare 
work  has  been  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  on  the  Executive  Cpmmittee. 

During  the  year  for  various  reasons,  15  regular  and  valuable  workers 
have  had  to  resign  from  the  Centres  ; there  are  still  some  vacancies 
which  it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  fill.  The  Committee  are  delighted 
to  welcome  quite  a number  of  new  regular  and  occasional  helpers,  and 
again  would  take  this  opportunity  of  offering  their  most  grateful  thanks 
to  those  workers,  who  continue  to  help  week  by  week,  often  at  considerable 
inconvenience  to  themselves,  and  without  whose  assistance  the  work 
would  have  to  be  curtailed. 


Early  in  the  year  a fourth  Health  Visitor  was  appointed  by  the 
Municipal  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee.  This  means  that 
there  are  now  two  Health  Visitors  in  attendance  at  each  session. 


Dr.  Brenda  King  resigned  her  temp)orary  appointment  to  help 
Dr.  Brown  at  the  Bethesda  Centre,  at  the  end  of  May  when  her  place 
was  taken  by  Dr.  Synge  for  two  months.  On  her  departure  from 
Cheltenham  Dr.  Mary  Smith  took  her  place  until  November  when  she 
too  left  Cheltenham.  After  which  Dr.  Billings  kindly  undertook  to  do 
the  work  until  a permanent  appointment  could  be  made. 


Visits  have  been  paid  to  the  Whaddon  Centre  by  two  parties  of 
W.A.A.F.S.  and  one  of  A.T.S.  in  connection  with  a course  on  Child 
Welfare  work.  They  all  appeared  most  interested  in  the  work  being  done 
for  the  Mothers  and  Babies. 


In  order  to  meet  the  rise  in  cost  of  medicines  and  ointments  a 
slight  increase  in  prices  has  had  to  be  made  this  year,  and  also  in  that 
of  the  dried  milk  preparations. 


An  extra  room  has  been  rented  by  the  Committee  at  the  Bethesda 
Centre,  for  the  use  of  the  Health  Visitor  when  interviewing  Mothers. 
This  has  greatly  improved  conditions  at  the  Centre  by  relieving  the 
congestion  in  the  large  waiting  room  and  making  it  possible  for  the 
Health  Visitor  to  give  more  personal  attention  to  the  individual  mothers, 


Cash  Account,  April  1st,  1944^March  31st,  1945. 
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UNCLEANLINESS  AND  VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS. 

riicse  conditions  arc  still  more  common  than  they  should  be. 
During  the  year  489  individual  children  were  found  unclean,  many  of 
them  on  more  than  one  occasion. 


An  additional  School  Nurse  has  been  provided  to  deal  with  this 
problem  and  the  associated  problem  of  Scabies.  The  Medical  Committee 
consider  that  war  time  conditions  do  not  constitute  a reasonable  excuse 
for  such  uncleanliness  and  that  the  present  position  leaves  much  to  be 
desired,  particularly  regarding  the  hardened  offenders  who  constitute  a 
continual  menace  .to  children  who  would  otherwise  be  clean. 


The  Committee  after  careful  consideration  decided  that  in  selected 
cases  of  persistent  neglect  with  resulting  verminous  conditions  it  would 
be  well  to  try  the  effect  of  prosecution,  using  the  powers  given  under 
Section  87  of  the  Education  Act,  1921. 


In  order  to  facilitate  this  procedure  the  Head  Teacher  or  a member 
of  the  staff  in  all  schools  has  been  given  official  authority  to  examine 
children  and  so  if  desired  to  initiate  proceedings  which  would  lead  to  a 
prosecution  on  a recurrence  of  the  verminous  conditions. 


Further  experience  in  the  use  of  Lethane  has  confirmed  its  value 
and  it  has  considerably  simplified  the  procedure  of  dealing  with  ver- 
minous cases.  The  use  of  paraffin  was  definitely  restricted  on  account 
of  the  danger  from  fire,  and  of  oil  or  sassifras  on  account  of  smell  and 
cost.  Both  of  these  remedies  also  are  more  liable  to  cause  irritation 
and  soreness  of  the  skin. 


When  Lethane  (384  Special)  is  purchased  in  quantity  (4  gallon 
drum),  and  is  mixed  with  two  parts  of  white  oil  (purchased  in  10  gallon 
drums),  a procedure  which  involves  very  little  difficulty,  the  cost  works 
out  at  about  2/-  a pint.  As  one  or  two  teaspoonsful  is  sufficient  for  each 
treatment  the  cost  is  trivial. 


A matter  of  importance  when  using  a preparation  containing 
cyanates  was  the  question  of  possible  poisoning.  The  Ministry  of  Health 
however,  provided  information  which  shows  that  Lethane  as  used  cannot 
be  regarded  as  a danger  from  this  point  of  view.  Not  only  is  it  “extremely 
unpalatable,”  but  available  evidence  suggests  that  a dose  sufficient  to 
produce  serious  toxic  symptoms  would  be  at  least  50  to  100  c.c.  As  a 
result  of  this  assurance  we  have  not  hesitated  to  provide  small  quan 
titles  freely  for  use  in  the  home  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  extended  use  of 
this  valuable  preparation  will  liave  a very  material  effect  in  solving  a 
very  long  standing  and  serious  problem. 
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Scabies. 

During  the  year  303  new  cases  were  treated  compared  with  428 
in  1943.  Here  again  a comparatively  new  preparation,  Benzyl  Benzoate, 
has  been  of  great  help  in  controlling  this  unpleasant  disease.  The  clean- 
sing section  of  the  School  Clinic  has  been  in  use  daily.  Both  adults  and 
children  under  five  are  included  in  the  cases  treated. 


Cases  from  Cheltenham  Rural  District  are  accepted  under  a special 
arrangement  made  during  1944,  but  no  cases  from  this  area  have  been 
dealt  with  as  yet. 


In  special  circumstances  cases  of  Scabies  are  admitted  to  the 
Delancey  Hospital  for  treatment. 

Infested  Blankets. 

Numbers  of  complaints  arising  in  connection  with  Civil  Defence 
duty  posts  were  received. 

Spraying  of  blankets  with  lethane  was  found  to  be  useful  parti- 
cularly where  the  complaints  related  to  infestation  with  fleas. 


Disinfestation  of  Houses. 

Before  the  war  houses  infested  with  bugs,  and  furniture  in  the 
course  of  removal  from  condemned  to  Council  houses  were  disinfested 
very  effectively  with  hydrogen  cyanide. 

During  the  war  it  has  only  been  possible  to  use  cyanide  in  isolated 
cases.  As  a substitute  Thermatox  has  been  found  to  be  very  useful 
though  not  so  certain  as  cyanide.  For  the  future  it  is  hoped  that  D.D.T 
will  prove  an  efficient  insecticide  for  general  use. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Report  of  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  for  1944. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  my  fourteenth  Report  as  Sanitary  and  Housing 
Officer  for  the  Borough  of  Cheltenham.  I have  been  a member  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  of  this  town  for  37  years,  and  for  18  years 
held  the  appointment  of  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Section  of  the  Department 
has  been  set  out  in  the  Report  in  tabular  form  with  a few  notes  and 
local  information. 

The  visitation  of  houses,  shops,  food  premises,  workshops,  etc., 
• has  been  carried  out  with  the  limited  staff  available,  while  consideration 
must  also  be  taken  of  the  war  time  duties  of  Civil  Defence  ; nevertheless 
every  effort  has  been  made  to  meet  the  representations  and  complaints 
from  the  general  public.  The  shortage  of  man  power  and  of  essential 
building  materials  has  naturally  caused  delay  in  executing  the  necessary 
and  vital  repairs  to  premises,  but  record  should  be  made  of  the  ready 
assistance  given  by  the  Government  departments  concerned. 

The  acute  shortage  of  housing  accommodation  is  reflected  by  the 
large  number  of  enquiries  received  in  the  Department.  Faced  as  we 
have  been  during  the  war  with  the  knowledge  of  insurmountable  diffi- 
culties in  carrying  out  duties  which  embrace  environmental  conditions, 
such  as  bad  housing  and  overcrowding,  it  has  been  very  disconcerting 
indeed,  and  a sympathetic  understanding  has  been  extended  to  the 
people  affected.  The  future  prospects  of  new  housing  and  a gradual 
return  to  normal  must  be  met  with  energy  and  patience,  and  the  Council 
may  be  assured  of  the  individual  efforts  of  all  whose  labour  and  service 
is  for  the  well  being  and  happiness  of  the  community. 

It  is  appropriate  that  some  reference  should  be  made  to  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors’  Section  in  their  contribution  to  National  Service. 
Lieut.  J.  F.  Ursell  and  Staff  Sergeant  A.  L.  Jones,  are  on  Active  Service 
with  the  Hygiene  Section  of  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps,  both  of 
whom  have  been  engaged  on  public  health  work,  not  only  in  the  services, 
but  in  direct  association  with  public  health  administration  m countries 
under  British  rule.  The  pupils  in  training  prior  to  the  war  have  con- 
tributed as  follows  : H.  E.  Clapp,  who  qualified  as  a Sanitary  Inspector 
whilst  serving  in  the  R.A.M.C.,  was  released  to  take  up  a Colonial  appoint- 
ment in  Nigeria,  W.  Africa,  Corpl.  W.  L.  Booy,  R.  Glos.  Hussars,  was 
taken  prisoner  during  the  fighting  in  N.  Africa,  and  after  three  years  in 
captivity  in  Italy  and  Germany,  returned  to  this  country.  Ft.  Sergt. 
G.  J.  C.  Buck,  R.A.F.VR.,  is  now  serving  in  India. 

Cheltenham  earned  the  distinction  of  creating  one,  if  not  the 
only.  Home  Guard  Company  drawn  from  members  enrolled  as  Civil 
Defence  volunteers,  which  formed  letter  “L”  (Civil  Defence)  Company, 
of  the  1st  Glos.  Bn.  Home  Guard.  In  my  capacity  as  Food  Decontamina- 
tion Officer  for  Cheltenham  and  Charlton  Kings  I was  entrusted  with 
the  command  of  the  Company  attaining  the  rank  of  Major. 
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I have  received  loyal  and  constant  support  from  Mr.  C.  W.  Clifford, 
the  Deputy  Chief  Inspector,  who  is  retiring  in  1946,  having  elected  to 
continue  in  office  after  reaching  his  retiring  age  in  1942.  Mr.  F.  Keene 
has  been  responsible  for  meat  inspection  at  the  Public  Abattoir  through- 
out the  war  period,  and  Mr.  H.  Stone  has  given  valuable  support  ; in 
addition  he  was  my  deputy  and  training  officer  on  the  Food  Decon- 
tamination Service,  also  Coy.  Q.M.  Sergt.  in  the  Home  Guard  (C.D.) 
Company. 


In  recording  my  thanks  to  the  Council  and  to  the  Public  Health 
and  Housing  Committees  for  the  help  and  consideration  given  me  in 
carrying  out  my  duties  as  a Sanitary  Officer,  I wish  also  to  record 
with  grateful  memory,  the  loss  sustained  in  the  death  of  Alderman 
A.  S.  F.  Pruen,  for  many  years  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  ; 
he  was  a valued  counsellor  and  friend. 


October,  1945. 


I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  R.  JEFFORD, 

F.R.San.L,  F.S.I.A. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Drainage  and  Sanitary  Work. 

During  the  year  some  600  visits  of  inspection  or  re-inspection 
were  made  to  work  in  progress  in  which  thirty  houses  were  redrained 
and  about  150  repaired.  Sixty  appointments  were  made  with  the 
builders  or  owners  in  relation  to  the  work,  which  also  included  internal 
sanitation. 

Seventy  smoke  and  40  water  tests  were  applied,  either  to  old  or 
new  work.  The  main  work  was  carried  out  and  brought  about  by  the 
relaying  of  the  new  sewer  at  the  rear  of  St.  George’s  Road,  where  each 
drain  found  connected  to  sewer,  was  tested  before  being  re-connected. 
Some  nine  houses  were  found  to  be  wholly  or  partly  defective  and  were 
dealt  with  as  required. 

A new  9 in.  main  sewer  was  laid  down  at  Dowty’s  .Aircraft  Works, 
Arle,  and  this  work  was  supervised  and  tested  throughout.  Two  systems 
of  drainage  and  new  septic  tanks  with  sub  irrigation  drainage  and  tank 
installations  complete,  were  carried  out  and  supervised  at  Bournside 
Farm,  Hatherley,  and  Priors  Farm,  Priors  Road.  Three  houses  were 
surveyed  and  reported  upon  for  Sanitary  Certificates,  namely.  Merlin 
Villa,  Naunton  Road  ; Selsey  Lodge,  Cambray  ; Junior  School  House, 
Thirlestaine  Road. 

These  premises  were  entirely  re-drained  and  internal  sanitary 
fitments  modernised.  The  work  was  supervised  and  tested  as  it  ad- 
vanced. Annual  testing  of  the  whole  of  drainage  and  internal  sanitary 
work  belonging  to  Dean  Close  School  and  four  hostels  in  Lansdown  Road, 
was  carried  out  and  reported  upon.  Defects  in  drainage  and  sanitary 
fittings  were  made  good,  the  work  being  supervised  and  tested  as  required. 
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'I'hc  whole  of  the  drainage  and  internal  sanitary  arrangements  at 
the  Victoria  Home,  St.  James’  Square  was  inspected  and  tested,  reported 
upon  and  defects  remedied. 

Complaints  were  received  of  some  serious  defects  in  the  drainage 
systems  of  private  houses  in  Cake  bridge  Road.  This  took  some  time  as 
some  forty  houses  were  subjected  to  testing  when  about  thirty  drains 
were  found  to  be  leaking  badly.  Notices  were  served  upon  the  res- 
pective owners  to  re-lay  defective  drains.  This  work  was  carried  out, 
supervised  and  tested  as  the  work  proceeded.  In  addition  to  the  fore- 
going, work  in  connection  with  drainage  and  sanitary  work  necessitated 
by  alternations  or  additions  was  supervised. 

Corporation  housing  has  been  periodically  inspected  and  where 
drainage  was  found  to  require  cleansing,  this  has  been  done. 

Septic  tanks  of  18  houses  in  Swindon  Road  North  have  been 
systematically  inspected  and  kept  in  working  order  as  far  as  possible. 
Two  additional  new  filter  tanks  were  provided  to  supplement  the  existing 
overworked  tanks.  These,  it  is  hoped,  will  keep  things  going  for  a while, 
but  the  only  real  solution  is  to  extend  the  public  sewer. 

Housing. 

Some  214  complaints  were  dealt  with  during  the  year,  mainly 
concerning  general  dampness,  defective  and  dangerous  floors,  leaky 
roofs,  cleanliness,  blocked  drainage,  lack  of  sink  or  w.c.  accommodation. 
These  were  dealt  with  either  by  notice  or  verbally.  Plans  and  specifi- 
cations were  drawn  up  for  the  reconditioning  of  six  cottages  in  Malvern 
Street,  including  new  sculleries  and  w.c’s  attached  to  the  houses.  Several 
builders  tendered  estimates  for  this  work,  but  the  cost  was  so  high  that 
it  was  considered  the  cottages  were  not  worth  it.  The  Corporation 
purchased  the  cottages  and  modified  the  plans,  and  specifications  were 
drawn  up  to  partially  recondition  them,  and  at  least  to  make  them 
habitable  for  a limited  time.  This  was  carried  out  and  cottages  now 
can  be  considered  reasonably  habitable  for  at  least  5 or  six  years. 

Plans  and  specifications  were  also  drawn  up  and  estimates  ob- 
tained for  three  houses  in  Bath  Terrace.  The  owner  considered  the 
cottages  not  worth  it  ; in  fact  could  not  afford  to  have  it  carried  out, 
and  asked  the  Corporation  to  take  them  over  and  so  the  matter  stands 
for  the  moment. 

Factories. 

Some  56  visits  have  been  made  to  Factories,  mostly  relating  to 
notices  received  from  H.M.I.F.  These  chiefly  had  to  do  with  lack  of 
w.c.  accommodation,  failure  to  provide  for  separate  accommodation  for 
male  and  female  workers,  and  failure  to  provide  properly  screened  and 
ventilated  approaches  to  conveniences.  Nine  additional  w.c’s.  have 
been  provided  with  screened  approaches.  Other  minor  contraventions 
were  dealt  with  such  as  lighting  and  cleanliness. 
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Offensive  Trades. 

Nineteen  visits  have  been  paid  to  Skin  Merchants  and  Tripe  Boiler 
premises.  A new  w.c.  convenience  was  provided  at  the  Skin  Yard, 
Six  Chimney  Lane,  and  drains  were  overhauled  at  the  Tripe  Boilers', 
Bennington  Street. 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops. 

There  are  about  60  dairies  on  the  Register.  Most  of  these  have 
been  visited  during  the  year.  A number  of  these  dairies  have  suspended 
retailing  milk  for  the  time  being.  Practically  all  milk  is  now  retailed 
in  bottles  from  the  dairies  and  cleansing  and  sterilising  is  carried  out  by 
the  Wholesalers.  During  the  year,  quite  a number  of  complaints  have 
been  received  respecting  dirty  milk  bottles.  These  were  investigated 
and  were  generally  found  to  be  traceable  to  lack  or  changing  of  staff, 
and  at  one  firm,  to  a breakdown  of  the  bottle  washing  machine.  This 
machine  has  now  been  replaced  by  a more  modern  and  up  to  date  machine, 
which  is  capable  of  dealing  with  all  emergencies. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  32  Bakehouses  on  the  Register.  Most  of  these  have 
been  in  use  during  the  year  and  have  been  twice  visited.  All  have  been 
maintained  in  a fairly  satisfactory  condition.  Most  of  the  Bakehouses 
are  of  a fairly  modern  type.  Several  have,  for  instance,  the  interiors 
entirely  surfaced  with  tiles  This  is  a distinct  advance  upon  the  old 
lime  washed  brick  walls.  Modern  gas  ovens  are  also  taking  the  place 
of  the  old  coal  heated  brick  ovens.  These  gas  ovens  are  far  more 
hygienic  and  much  coal  dust,  soot  and  smoke  is  eliminated.  One  large 
bakehouse  in  High  Street  has,  during  the  year,  been  entirely  remodelled 
on  modem  lines. 

Fish  Fryers. 

There  are  20  Registered  Fish  Fryers  in  the  town  and  52  visits 
or  re-visits  have  been  paid.  On  the  whole  the  general  state  of  cleanliness 
has  been  well  observed.  Several  defects  were  found  in  the  paving  and 
washing  facilities  , these  were  all  quickly  rectified  on  being  pointed  out 
to  the  Proprietors.  One  premises  in  High  Street  was  partly  re-drained 
owing  to  defects  and  stoppages. 

Coal  Stores  and  Wholesale  Meat  Traders. 

There  are  two  Cold  Storage  plants  in  the  Borough,  one  in  Albion 
Street  and  the  other  in  Henrietta  Street.  Frequent  visits  have  been 
paid  and  stores  have  generally  been  well  looked  after.  The  Cold  Storage 
in  Albion  Street  is  being  considerably  enlarged  to  deal  with  the  whole 
of  the  meat  trades  service  storage  as  the  one  in  Henrietta  Street  will 
shortly  be  closing  down. 

Some  30  visits  have  been  paid  at  different  times  to  the  two  whole 
sale  shops  in  Henrietta  Street  which  act  in  this  area  as  Clearing  Stations 
for  most  imported  meat. 

Miscellaneous. 

Between  50  and  60  visits  of  inspection  were  made  with  the  Building 
Inspector  to  garages  and  other  premises  throughout  the  Borough  where 
petrol  was  stored  and  where  cars  were  repaired,  cleaned,  etc.  A special 
report  was  drawn  up  with  regard  to  methods  in  opreation  for  dealing 
with  crude  oil  and  waste  petrol. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  amount  of  Routine  Inspection  Work 
performed  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Details  of  Inspection — TABLE  No.  I 


TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 

WORK  IN  PROGRESS. 

Number  of  inspections 

INTERVIEWS. 

Number  of  interviews  with  Builders,  Contractors , Owners,  etc. 


4,331 

672 

94 


DWELLING  HOUSES. 

Number  inspected  under  Housing  Acts 
,,  inspected  (special  enquiries,  etc.) 

,,  ,,  (ordinary  inspections) 

,,  re  infectious  disease 

” ,,  after  service  of  notice  (re  inspections) 

re  Underground  Sleeping  Rooms 

FACTORIES. 

Number  of  inspections 

WORKSHOPS 

Outworkers’  inspections 

BAKEHOUSES. 

Factory  inspections 
Ordinary  „ 

COWSHEDS  AND  FARMS. 

Number  of  inspections 

DAIRIES  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Number  of  inspections 


30 

46 

204 

140 

176 

78 


120 


11 


62 

2 


47 


81 


PUBLIC  ABATTOIR  ...  ...  Full  time  inspection 

BUTCHERS’  AND  GROCERS’  SHOPS,  COLD  STORES,  ETC. 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ••• 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ••• 

FRIED  FISH  SHOPS 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ••• 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ••• 
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FOOD  SHOPS  (Not  inclnded  above) 

Number  of  inspections 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Number  of  inspections  and  visits 

PLACES  WHERE  ANIMALS  ARE  KEPT 
Number  of  inspections 

SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS 
Number  of  inspections 

TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS  (Camping  Sites) 
Number  of  inspections 

MARKET 

Number  of  inspections 

RAT  INFESTATION 

Number  of  inspections 

MINOR  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  SCHEMES 
Number  of  inspections 

PUBLIC  AND  PRIVATE  REFUSE  TIPS 
Number  of  inspections 

A.R.P.SHELTERS  INSPECTED 


70 

306 

201 

9 

16 

21 

583 

10 

4 
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NOTICES,  ETC. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  was  4,331 
In  558  houses  and  premises  dealt  with  nuisances  to  the  number  of  1 ,674 
were  discovered,  of  which  1,160  were  abated,  and  in  dealing  with  sanitary 
defects  from  which  they  arose,  294  preliminary  or  informal  and  5 statutory 
or  formal  notices  were  served. 

The  number  of  letters  received  and  dispatched  by  the  Department 
to.  supervise  sanitary  and  housing  work  in  progress 
672  visits  were  made.  The  number  of  complaints  received  in  the  Health 
Department  numbered  797. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Registration  of  Premises  (Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938). 

^ , . Number  Registered 

ror  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages,  or  potted, 

pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  ...  ...  ...  36 

For  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  27 

Number  of  premises  holding  Ministry  of  Food  Catering  Establishment 

'..  ...  145 

(Prior  to  the  Food  Control  Committee  granting  a licence,  it  is 
the  practice  for  premises  to  be  inspected  and  reported  upon  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector). 


36 


NATIONAL  MILK  TESTING  AND  ADVISORY  SCHEME. 

During  the  period  January  to  July,  81  samples  were  taken  and 
submitted  to  the  Advisory  Dairy  Bacteriologist  to  test  the  keeping 
qualities. 

In  July,  1944,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  intimated  that  the 
results  of  samples  would  not  be  available  to  local  authorities.  In  conse- 
quence the  Department  ceased  to  take  any  further  part  in  this  work. 

The  action  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  was  a bitter  disappoint- 
ment and  is  much  regretted,  because  the  Local  Authority  through  the 
number  of  complaints  received  from  consumers,  is  in  a particularly  good 
position  to  judge  which  sources  of  supply  require  sampling. 


Fish,  Poultry,  Tinned  Goods,  Etc.,  condemned  as  Unfit  for  Human  Food. 


Fresh  Foods. 


1805  tins  milk,  947  tins  fish,  188  tins  soup,  627  tins  vegetables,  81  tins 
fruit,  241  tins  and  jars  savouries. 


82  packets  pudding  mixture,  1 jar  coffee,  101  potato  croquettes,  o32 
fish  cakes,  247  packets  soup  powder,  68  pork  pieces,  44  packets 
gravy  powder,  2 packets  “Groten,”  71  packets  egg  substitute, 
2 tins  rice  pudding,  1 packet  oatmeal. 

32  one  gallon  tins  orange  juice. 

3 jars  cod  liver  oil  and  malt. 

This  report  does  not  include  tinned  beef,  etc. 
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Carcases  inspected  and  General  Report  thereon,  1944. 
Cheltenham  Abattoir  3542. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Totals 

No.  Killed  ... 

3288 

1544 

7570 

16718 

1226 

30346 

No.  Inspected 

3288 

1544 

7570 

16718 

1226 

30346 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

W'hole  Carcases 

4 

34 

18 

. 51 

6 

113 

Some  part  or 

Organ  condemned 

449 

706 

45 

553 

356 

2109 

Percentage  affected  ... 

13.77 

47.92 

0.83 

3.161 

29.52 

7.32 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 

28 

95 

4 

3 

130 

Some  part  or 

Organ  condemned 

204 

444 

3 

— 

80 

731 

Percentage  affected  ... 

6.05 

34.91 

0.09 

— 

6.77 

2.83 

Totals 

685 

1279 

70 

604 

445 

3083 

Percentage  on 
Totals 

20.83 

82.83 

0.92 

3.161 

36.29 

10.15 

Analysis  of  Whole  Carcases  condemned  as  totally  unfit  for  Human  Food. 


Carcases 

only 

T.B. 

Bacterial 
Diseases 
not  T.B. 

Moribund 

.\bnornial 

Pathological 

Conditions 

Immature 

Totals 

Cows 

95 

5 

3 

26 

129 

Heifers 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17 

Bulls 

5 

— 

— 

2 

— 

7 

Steers 

6 

2 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Calves 

4 

10 

2 

3 

3 

22 

Sheep 

— 

6 

5 

40 

— 

51 

Pigs 

3 

4 

- 

2 

- 

9 

Totals 

130 

27 

10 

73 

3 

243 
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Weight  and  type  of  Diseased  Meat  and  Organs  condemned. 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

lbs 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

T( 

3tal 

Beef  in  Carcase 

30 

7 

2 

• 5 

Beef  not  in  Carcase 

— 

15 

0 

6 

34 

2 

2 

11 

Veal  in  Carcase 

- 

11 

- 

22 

11 

22 

Mutton  in  Carcase 

— 

18 

2 

10 

Mutton  not  in  Carcase 

- 

— 

1 

24 

19 

0 

6 

Pork  in  Carcase 

7 

0 

25 

Pork  not  in  Carcase 

— 

9 

0 

6 

16 

4 

1 

3 

Organs 

39 

4 

1 

6 

39 

1 

6 

Tota 

75 

13 

1 

20 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

During  tl)e  year  117  samples  of  food  and  drugs  have  been  pro- 
cured and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analj^st,  who  certified  109  samples 
genuine  and  8 adulterated  (i.e.,  7.3%). 

TABLE  1. 


Nature  of 
Sample 

Adult’ed 

Genuine 

Informal 

Formal 

Total 

Milk 

5 

82 

— 

87 

87 

Butter 

— 

2 

— 

2 

2 

Margarine 

— 

3 

— 

3 

3 

Vinegar 

— 

8 

— 

8 

8 

Gelatine 

1 

3 

o 

2 

4 

Jam 

1 

5 

— 

6 

6 

Sultanas 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Baking  Powder 

1 

5 

— 

6 

6 

Totals 

8 

109 

3 

114 

117 

39 


TABLE  II 


Administrative  action  regarding  samples  reported  to  be  not 
genuine  : — 


No.  in 
Record 

Date 

1944 

Ajticle 

Adultera- 

tion 

Amount  of 
Adulteration 

Action  Taken 

401 

April 

27th 

Milk 

Deficient 
in  non 
fatty 
solids 

Slight 

Vendor  kept  under 
observation. 

402 

> 

Deficient 
in  fat 

6.3% 

Vendor  kept  under 
observation. 

459 

Oct. 

14th 

I f 

I I 

Added 

Water 

9.2%  ' 

Summary  proceedings 
taken.  Vendor  con- 
victed and  fined  £15, 

460 

> f 

f t 

8.8% 

► 

£15,  and  £25  respec- 
tively on  the  three 

461 

419 

f } 

June 

20th 

t f 

Jam 

} f 

Slightly 
deficient 
in  fruit 

19.1% 

charges,  with  8 gns 
costs. 

Brand  kept  under 
observation. 

420 

July 

3rd 

Gela- 

tine 

Lead 

20.5  ppm 

Informal  sample.  The 
whole  stock  of  gela- 
tine in  possession  of 
trader  was  reported 
unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption, was  used 
for  another  purpose. 

485 

Nov. 

8th 

Baking 

Powder 

Deficient 
in  avail- 
able 
carbon 
di-oxide 

37.1% 

Vendor  warned. 
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RODENT  AND  PEST  INFESTATION. 

In  1943  the  Government,  realising  the  serious  loss  caused  by  rats 
to  our  food  life  line,  set  up  through  the  Ministry  of  Food,  the  Directorate 
of  Infestation  Control,  under  the  Director,  W.  McAuley  Gracie,  and  the 
Divisional  Rodent  Officers  and  Inspectors. 

The  position  of  local  authorities  prior  to  the  war  was  such  that 
Rat  Destruction  was  an  obligation.  Insofar  as  advice,  inspection  and 
service  of  notices  were  concerned,  no  financial  aid  was  given  to  them. 
Today  the  Ministry  of  Food  will  re-imburse  authorities  for  expenditure 
over  the  1939  figure,  subject  to  a charge  being  made  for  the  work  carried 
out ; latitude  is  given  with  respect  to  these  charges  where  working  class 
property  is  involved. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  has  required  every  local  authority  to  institute 
a survey  of  their  district,  and  to  indicate  by  plan  likely  reservoirs  of 
infestation.  Assistance  was  given  to  the  Borough  of  Tewkesbury  and 
the  Urban  District  of  Charlton  Kings  by  this  Local  Authority,  and  in 
addition  the  necessary  work  under  the  Infestation  Order,  1943,  has  by 
agreement,  been  undertaken  for  Charlton  Kings  U.D.C. 

In  the  Public  Health  Department,  an  Infestation  Section  has 
been  set  up  with  officers,  clerical  staff  and  rodent  operators.  Messrs. 
A.  Anson  and  Harrison  Smith  appointed  being  respectively  Chief  and 
Deputy  Pests’  Officers.  The  report  for  the  year  under  review  has  been 
set  out  in  detail,  and  no  less  than  583  complaints  of  infestation  were 
received  and  dealt  with  in  the  department.  It  will  be  noted  that  pests, 
other  than  rats  and  mice,  have  been  successfully  dealt  with  and  the 
action  has  been  much  appreciated  by  the  general  public.. 

2,316  visits  to  infested  premises  have  been  made  during  the  year. 
These  included  visits  to  Tewkesbury  Waterworks  and  to  Charlton  Kings 
(survey  work)  as  well  as  the  work  in  the  Borough.  Of  these  visits 
47.7%  were  made  to  private  houses,  44.6%  to  business  premises  and 
8.7%  were  to  Local  Authority  property.  Destructor  Works,  Abattoir, 
Parks,  etc. 


510  complaints  concerned  rats 


57 

5 

3 

3 

4 
1 


mice 

cockroaches 
hornets’  nests 
wasps 
beetles 
flies. 


